
Effect of state Medicaid expansion status on insurance coverage and stage at diagnosis in 
head and neck cancer patients

PURPOSE / OBJECTIVES RESULTS

�‡ Early evidence suggests that Medicaid expansion 
mandated by the Affordable Care Act (ACA) has had a 
positive impact on the following:

�‡ Access to care for nonelderly cancer patients1-2 

�‡ Stage at diagnosis for nonelderly cancer patients3-4

�‡ Access to care for head and neck cancer (HNC) patients5

�‡ Medicaid expansion effects on stage at diagnosis have not 
been studied in HNCand impacts on socioeconomic 
disparities are unknown.

�‡ HNC is among the most expensive to treat,6 so 
improvements in access to care may have a large 
economic impact as well as impact on prognosis.

�‡ Our objective was to evaluate Medicaid expansion-
associated changes in insurance and stage at diagnosis 
overall and by subgroups.

�‡ Medicaid expansion is associated with increases in Medicaid 
and decreases in the rates of uninsured, particularly among 


